FY 2012 – 2013 CRP ASSURANCES AFFIRMATION

As a legal authorized representative of the applicant agency, I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge, the information contained in this application is correct and that the applicant agency will comply with all assurances, as stated below, and all applicable provisions of waivers, consortium participation, and cooperative agreements included as part of this application.

Check the programs for which you are submitting an application:

(  Title I

(  Title II-A

(  Title III

(  IDEA Part B
(  IDEA Preschool

________________________________________      ___________________________
Superintendent of Schools (blue ink preferred)

             Date

________________________________________

Name of School District (please print)
GENERAL ASSURANCES
In accordance with Section 9306 of ESEA and Section 442 of GEPA, the applicant LEA assures the Rhode Island Department of Education that this single set of assurances applicable to each program for which a plan is submitted under this Consolidated Resource Plan provides that:

a) program funds will be used only to supplement and, to the extent practical, increase the level of funds that would, in the absence of the Federal funds, be made available from non-Federal (State and local) sources for the education of participating students.  In no case, may an LEA use Federal program funds to supplant funds from non-Federal sources;

b)  all professional development activities included within the Consolidated Resource Plan meet the No Child Left Behind definition of High Quality Professional Development.  (Title IX – General Provisions Section 34a-b)

c)  unless and until existing requirements are waived, the applicant will continue to comply with all operational requirements of each program.  Each program will be administered in accordance with all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

d)   (1) the control of funds provided under each covered program and title to property

acquired with program funds will be in a public agency or in a nonprofit private agency, institution, organization, if the law authorizing the program provides for assistance to such entities; and

(2) the public agency, nonprofit private agency, institution or organization will administer such funds and property to the extent required by the authorizing statues;

e)  the applicant will adopt and use proper methods of administering each such program including:

(1) the enforcement of any obligations imposed by law on agencies, institutions, organizations and recipients responsible for carrying out each program; and

(2) the correction of deficiencies in program operations that are identified through audits, monitoring or evaluation;

f)  the applicant will cooperate in carrying out any evaluations of each program conducted by or for the State Educational Agency, the Secretary of Education, or other Federal officials;

g) the applicant will use such fiscal control and fund accounting procedures as will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to such applicant under each such program;

h) the applicant will:

(1) make reports to the State educational agency and the Secretary of Education as may be necessary to enable such agency and the Secretary to perform their duties under each such program;

(2) maintain such records, provide such information, and afford access to the records as the SEA or the Secretary may find necessary to carry out the SEA’s or the Secretary’s duties; and

i)  Before the annual application is submitted, the applicant will afford a reasonable opportunity for public comment on the application and has considered such comment.

CIVIL RIGHTS ASSURANCES

All recipients of assistance under these grants made pursuant to the ESEA shall comply with the following Federal and State civil rights statutes and regulations:

(a) 42 USC, Sections 1981 and 1983 (…acts prohibited on the basis of race);

(b) Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (…acts prohibited on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin);

(c) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 20 United States Code 1681 et. Seq. (acts prohibited on the basis of sex);

(d) 42 USC, Section 1601 et seq. (…acts prohibited on the basis of age);

(e) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 20 USC 794 (…acts prohibited on the basis of handicap);

(f) 24 USC, Section 12100 et seq. [The Americans with Disabilities Act] (…acts prohibited on the basis of disability);

(g) Section 16-38-1 of the Rhode Island General Laws, as amended (discrimination because of race or age);

(h) Section 16-38-1.1 of the Rhode Island General Laws, as amended (discrimination because of sex);

(i) Chapter 42-87 of the Rhode Island General Laws, as amended (Civil Rights of Individuals with Handicaps); and

(j) Sections 28-5.1-13 and 28-5.1-14 of the Rhode Island General Laws, as amended (Private education institutions – compliance with state policy of non-discrimination and affirmative action).

CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION – LOWER TIER COVERED TRANSACTIONS

This certification is required by the Department of Education regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, 34 CFR Part 85, for all lower tier transactions meeting the threshold and tier requirement stated at Section 85.110.

Certification:

(1) The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it not its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

(2) Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

TITLE I ASSURANCES



The Local Education Agency will:

· (A) inform eligible schools and parents of schoolwide program authority and the ability of such schools to consolidate funds from Federal, State, and local sources;

· (B) provide technical assistance and support to schoolwide programs;

· (C) work in consultation with schools as the schools develop the schools' plans pursuant to section 1114 and assist schools as the schools implement such plans or undertake activities pursuant to section 1115 so that each school can make adequate yearly progress toward meeting the State student academic achievement standards;

· (D) fulfill such agency's school improvement responsibilities under section 1116, including taking actions under paragraphs (7) and (8) of section 1116(b);

· (E) provide services to eligible children attending private elementary schools and secondary schools in accordance with section 1120, and timely and meaningful consultation with private school officials regarding such services;

· (F) take into account the experience of model programs for the educationally disadvantaged, and the findings of relevant scientifically based research indicating that services may be most effective if focused on students in the earliest grades at schools that receive funds under this part;

· (G) in the case of a local educational agency that chooses to use funds under this part to provide early childhood development services to low-income children below the age of compulsory school attendance, ensure that such services comply with the performance standards established under section 641A(a) of the Head Start Act;

· (H) work in consultation with schools as the schools develop and implement their plans or activities under sections 1118 and 1119;

· (I) comply with the requirements of section 1119 regarding the qualifications of teachers and paraprofessionals and professional development;

· (J) inform eligible schools of the local educational agency's authority to obtain waivers on the school's behalf under title IX and, if the State is an Ed-Flex Partnership State, to obtain waivers under the Education Flexibility Partnership Act of 1999;

· (K) coordinate and collaborate, to the extent feasible and necessary as determined by the local educational agency, with the State educational agency and other agencies providing services to children, youth, and families with respect to a school in school improvement, corrective action, or restructuring under section 1116 if such a school requests assistance from the local educational agency in addressing major factors that have significantly affected student achievement at the school;

· (L) ensure, through incentives for voluntary transfers, the provision of professional development, recruitment programs, or other effective strategies, that low-income students and minority students are not taught at higher rates than other students by unqualified, out-of-field, or inexperienced teachers;

· (M) use the results of the student academic assessments required under section 1111(b)(3), and other measures or indicators available to the agency, to review annually the progress of each school served by the agency and receiving funds under this part to determine whether all of the schools are making the progress necessary to ensure that all students will meet the State's proficient level of achievement on the State academic assessments described in section 1111(b)(3) within 12 years from the end of the 2001-2002 school year;
· (N) ensure that the results from the academic assessments required under section 1111(b)(3) will be provided to parents and teachers as soon as is practicably possible after the test is taken, in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language that the parents can understand;
· (O) assist each school served by the agency and assisted under this part in developing or identifying examples of high-quality, effective curricula consistent with section 1111(b)(8)(D);
· (P) Adopt policies and practices to ensure that homeless children and youth are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless;

· (Q) Designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other Federal programs, as a local education liaison for homeless children and youth; and
· (R) Participate, if selected, in the State National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in reading and math at grades 4 and 8.
TITLE II-Part A ASSURANCES

The Local Educational Agency shall:

· Target funds under this part to schools that have the lowest proportion of highly qualified teachers based on the current Personnel Assignment Process Highly Qualified Report percentages.
· Target funds under this part to schools that have the largest average class size.

· Target funds under this part to schools that are identified as “in need of improvement” and/or Title I school improvement eligible [Section 2122(b) (3)].

· Assure the equitable participation of private school teachers in the professional development activities under this part [Section 2112(b) (11)].

· Teachers hired using Class Size reduction funds MUST be Highly Qualified.

· Funds provided under this subpart will supplement not supplant state and local funds.

TITLE III ASSURANCES

The LEA assures that it consulted with teachers, researchers, school administrators, parents, and, if appropriate, with education related community groups, nonprofit organizations, and institutions of higher education in developing the Title III program.

The LEA will hold elementary and secondary schools accountable for increasing English language proficiency and for meeting the annual measurable objective (AMAOs) for Limited English Proficient (LEP) students. 

The LEA is complying with Section 3302 on parental notification prior to and throughout each school year to inform the parents of a LEP child identified for participation in a program for LEP students-

· the reason for the identification of their child as limited English proficient and in need of placement in a language instruction educational program;

· the child’s level of English proficiency, how such a level was assessed, and the status of the child’s academic achievement; 

· the method of instruction used in the program in which their child is or will be participating, and the method of instruction used in other available programs, including how such programs differ in content, instruction goals, and use of English or a native language in instruction;

· how the program in which their child is or will be participating will meet the educational strengths and needs of the child;

· how such a program will specifically help their child learn English, and, meet English language proficiency standard and grade level expectations for grade promotion and graduation;

· the specific exit requirements for such program, the expected rate of transition from such program into classrooms that are not tailored for limited English proficient children, and the expected rate of graduation from secondary school for such program if funds under this title are used for children in secondary schools;

· in the case of a child with a disability, how such a program meets the objectives of the individualized education program of the child; and

· information pertaining to parental rights that includes written guidance-

A. detailing 

· the right that parents have to have their child immediately removed from such a program upon their request; and

· the options that parents have to decline to enroll their child in such program or to choose another program or method of instruction, if available, and 

B. assisting parents in selecting among various programs and methods of instruction, if more than one program or method is offered by the eligible entity.

The LEA annually will use an English language proficiency measure to assess the English proficiency of all students participating in programs funded under this part.

The LEA has based its proposed services on scientifically based research on teaching limited English proficient students.

The LEA ensures that the programs funded under Title III will enable LEP students to speak, read, write, and comprehend the English language and meet the same challenging state academic content and student academic achievement standards expected of all students. 

The LEA ensures that all teachers providing instruction to LEP students meet the requirements of highly qualified under NCLB and that if they are teaching ESL that they are proficient in all domains of the English language. 

The LEA is not in violation of any State law, including State constitutional law, regarding the education of limited English proficient students, consistent with Section 3136 and 3127 

IDEA ASSURANCES

The Local Education Agency hereby provides the following assurances:

· A free appropriate public education is available to all eligible resident children with disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21, inclusive, including children with disabilities who have been suspended.
· All eligible children with disabilities, including children with disabilities who are in need of special education and related services are identified, located, and evaluated within timelines required under IDEA. Children with disabilities are evaluated in accordance with subsections (a) through (c) of 20 U.S.C. 1414.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (7))
· Children participating in early intervention programs assisted under Part C, and who will participate in preschool programs assisted under this part, experience a smooth and effective transition to those preschool programs in a manner consistent with 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9). By the third birthday of such a child, an individualized education program has been developed and is being implemented for the child. The local educational agency participates in transition planning meetings collaboratively arranged with early intervention agencies under 20 U.S.C. 1435(a) (10).  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (9))
· The LEA collaborates with families and public and private agencies to ensure timely and smooth transitions for young adults with disabilities from school to post-school activities beginning no later than 14 years old, including transition to post-secondary education, vocational education, integrated employment (including supported employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or community participation.  Upon each student’s exit from public education due to graduation, aging out, or dropping out, the LEA provides the student with a summary of his or her academic and functional skills performance, accompanied by recommendations.

· An individualized education program is developed, implemented, reviewed, and revised for each eligible child with a disability in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1414(d).  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (4))
· To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are educated with children who are not disabled, and special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from the regular educational environment occurs only when the nature or severity of the disability of a child is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(5)(A)-(B).
· Preschool students with disabilities are provided access to the general early education curriculum to ensure that preschool children with disabilities achieve high developmental standards and have access to learning opportunities and assessment in the general early childhood curriculum, including the development of IEPs aligned to state and district standards.  
· Children with disabilities and their parents are afforded the procedural safeguards required by 20 U.S.C. 1415 and in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (6).
The LEA ensures that:

Every parent, as defined by IDEA, of a student with a disability is fully informed of and assisted in accessing his/her due process rights in accordance with IDEA, through use of understandable explanation in his/her native language or mode of communication, as well as through written guidance;
and

In response to each parental due process hearing request, it makes available to the parent(s) a resolution session in accordance with timelines and procedures under IDEA.

· The LEA complies with requirements of the IDEA and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) in protecting the confidentiality of records and information pertaining to students with disabilities.
· To the extent consistent with the number of children with disabilities enrolled by their parents in private elementary and secondary schools, including religious schools, located in the school district, provision is made for the participation of those children in the program assisted or carried out under IDEA by providing for such children special education and related services in accordance with the requirements found in 20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (10) (A)-(C). 
For such purposes, the district reserves a proportionate share of its IDEA funds and consults with representatives of both private schools and parents of parentally placed private school children with disabilities in its municipality to determine child find activities, student needs, exchange of resources, and the provision of services for students with disabilities.

· Children with disabilities are included in all general State and district wide assessment programs, including assessments described under section 1111 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, with appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments where necessary and as indicated in their respective individualized education programs as noted in 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(16)(A)-(E).
· The LEA adopts the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard for the purposes of providing instructional materials to blind persons or other persons with print disabilities, in a timely manner after the publication of the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard in the Federal Register in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(23)(A) and (D); 34 CFR §300.172.
· The LEA annually reports to RIDE as Part of its IDEA Part B Performance Report whether or not it is coordinating with the Rhode Island Instructional Materials Access Center to address this standard.

· Policies and procedures designed to prevent/reduce disproportionate representation, by race and ethnicity, of students with disabilities due to inappropriate identification are revised in cooperation with the Rhode Island Department of Education. (20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (24); 34 CFR §300.173
· Personnel are prohibited from requiring a child to obtain a prescription for a substance covered by the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) as a condition of attending school, receiving an evaluation under subsection (a) or (c) of 20 U.S.C. 1414, or receiving services under the IDEA as described in 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(25)(A)-(B).

· The district restricts to those limits allowable under IDEA its expenditures of IDEA funds for incidental benefit to all students, such as expenditures for early intervening services and other prevention activities for students K-12.  Expenditures budgeted for early intervening services are identified in this plan; the LEA systematically tracks and annually reports to RIDE all student beneficiaries of such services.

· Fiscal control and fund accounting procedures are in place that insure proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds under IDEA. (34 CFR §76.702
· Expenditures of these federal funds comply with requirements of IDEA Part B and Section 619 (preschool) and the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) and are utilized to offset the excess cost of operating the LEA special education program and providing special education and related services to students with disabilities.

· The LEA meets each of the conditions in 34 CFR §§ 300.201 through 300.213. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a))

· In providing for the education of children with disabilities within its jurisdiction, policies, procedures, and programs are in effect consistent with the State policies and procedures established under 34 CFR §§ 300.101 through 300.163, and §§300.165 through 300.174. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(1))

· Except as provided in 34 CFR §§ 300.204 and 300.205, IDEA Part B funds are not used to reduce the level of expenditures made from local funds (or local/state), for the education of children with disabilities below the level of those expenditures for the preceding fiscal year. 
 (1) The LEA budgets, for the education of children with disabilities, at least the same total or per-capita amount from either of the following sources as the LEA spent for that purpose from the same source for the most recent prior year for which expenditure information is available: 
(i) Local funds only.
(ii) The combination of State and local funds.
(2) Should the LEA rely on using as its standard local funds only in any fiscal year, it ensures that the amount of local funds it budgets for the education of children with disabilities in that year is at least the same, either in total or per capita, as the amount it spent for that purpose in the most recent fiscal year for which information is available.
· Notwithstanding the provisions for use of amounts pursuant to 34 CFR § 300.202 and maintenance of effort pursuant to 34 CFR § 300.203, or any other provision of Part B of the Act, the LEA is aware that it may use IDEA Part B funds to as part of carrying out a schoolwide program under section 1114 of the ESEA, ensuring that the amount used for such purpose may not exceed— 
· the amount of Part B funds received by the LEA for that fiscal year 
· divided by the number of children with disabilities in the LEA’s jurisdiction 
of the LEA, and

· multiplied by the number of children with disabilities participating in the schoolwide program. 
In using funds described in this section, the LEA ensures: 
1. The funds are considered as Federal IDEA Part B funds for purposes of the calculations required for excess cost pursuant to 34CFR § 300.202(a)(2) and for supplement/not supplant pursuant to 34CFR § 300.202 (a)(3).
2. Except as provided under excess cost requirements, the LEA meets all other requirements of IDEA Part B in its use of Part B funds for schoolwide purposes,  including ensuring that children with disabilities in schoolwide program schools—
· receive services in accordance with a properly developed IEP; and 
· are afforded all of the rights and services guaranteed to children with disabilities under the Act.(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(2)(D))

· All personnel necessary to carry out IDEA Part B are appropriately and adequately prepared, subject to the personnel qualification requirements of 34 CFR § 300.156 and section 2122 of the ESEA. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(3))
· Information necessary to enable RIDE to carry out its duties under IDEA Part is provided, including information relating to the performance of children with disabilities participating in programs carried out under IDEA Part B, pursuant to 34 CFR §§ 300.157 and 300.160. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(7))

· All documents relating to the eligibility of the agency under IDEA Part B are made available to parents of children with disabilities and to the general public. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(8))
· The LEA ensures the linkage of records pertaining to migratory children with disabilities for the purpose of electronically exchanging, among the States, health and educational information regarding those children. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(9))
· Applicable to LEAs operating public charter schools as part of the LEA:
The LEA ensures that enrolled children with disabilities and their parents retain all rights under IDEA Part B. It serves children with disabilities in the same manner as the LEA serves children with disabilities in its other district schools, including providing supplementary and related services on site at the charter school to the same extent to which the LEA has a policy or practice of providing such services on site to its other public schools.

The LEA provides IDEA Part B funds to its charter schools on the same basis as the LEA provides funds to the LEA’s other public schools, as applicable, including proportional distribution based on relative enrollment of children with disabilities and at the same time as the LEA distributes other Federal funds to the LEA’s other public schools, consistent with the State’s charter school law.
· Applicable to Charter School Applicants receiving a direct IDEA allocation:
JNP2.SGM 21JNP2

The Charter School ensures that enrolled children with disabilities and their parents retain all rights under IDEA Part B. It serves children with disabilities in the same manner as all LEAs within the state, as applicable, including providing supplementary and related services on site at the charter school.
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